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INTRODUCTION 

Cast is Doncaster’s only professional theatre, launched in 2013 as the anchor of the town’s 
Cultural and Civic Quarter. In a short time we have significantly contributed to the cultural 
life of Doncaster, presenting staged works, delivering participation and outreach activities 
for people of all ages and experience, supporting the development of artists, offering 
outdoor performance and community based projects. We are a ‘presenting house’, meaning 
that most of the work we show on our stages is toured to us by third party producing 
companies. However, we make our in-house pantomime every year, which plays to over 
25,000 people annually.   

The building itself comprises a Main Stage with a capacity of 620 seats across two levels and 
a Second Space with 136 seats in a black box studio configuration. Alongside this we have 
rehearsal spaces for Dance and Drama and two Meeting Spaces, as well as a large and airy 
foyer served by a Café Bar and a smaller bottle bar. Cast’s trading subsidiary, Cast Events 
Ltd., operates the food and beverage concessions around the building and gifts its profits to 
the charity on an annual basis. 

Cast is a charity. Our venue exists as an 
arts centre with community at its heart 
and we work closely with our civic 
partners in the town and artistic peer 
organisations across the country 
(including the Royal National Theatre, 
Southbank Centre and Royal Ballet) to 
deliver social outputs that benefit the 
communities of Doncaster. 



MISSION 

We believe in the creative potential of every 
individual and the transformative power of 
engagement with the arts. Cast’s work will enrich 
lives and inspire the people of Doncaster and the 
wider region, contributing to vibrant and creative 
communities.  

VISION 

To enrich the creative and cultural lives of our communities through high-quality and 
engaging artistic experiences.  

VALUES 

We operate under four values that guide our work: 

Welcoming Everyone Cast is an inclusive organisation, open and welcoming to 
everyone, celebrating and promoting diversity.

Creating Culture Together Cast is innovative, artistically authentic, embodies quality and

Making a Difference 

Doing the Right Thing 

is relevant to Doncaster Communities.
Cast affects positive and lasting change in individuals, the 
community and sector.
Cast recognises its responsibilities to its communities, present 
and future, and to the wider environment.

EQUALITY AND DIVERSITY 

Cast is committed to equality, inclusivity and diversity in all spheres of its work. The theatre 
strives to ensure that no job applicant, employee, board member, audience member, 
project participant, supplier, visitor, collaborator or contractor receives less favourable 
treatment than another on the grounds of age, gender, race, ethnic or national origins, 
sexual orientation, disability, religious or political beliefs, marital status, physical 
appearance, medical condition, social or economic class, parental status or criminal record 
unless such considerations can be shown to be relevant and justifiable.



ARTISTIC POLICY 

We deliver a high-quality mixed programme of drama, dance, music, family work, 
spoken word and comedy.  Our output explores diverse themes and gives a platform to 
a wide range of subjects, writers and performers as we strive to balance artistic innovation 
and risk taking with the commercial imperative.   

Through our Artist Development scheme we give opportunities for practitioners to share 
their work in progress with supportive audiences, and we sponsor a cohort of 
Associate Artists from a range of artform disciplines. From time to time we co-
commission and co-produce work with other theatre making partners such as Imitating 
the Dog, Out of Joint and Gary Clarke Company as well as producing our own in-house 
pantomime. 

ARTISTIC HIGHLIGHTS 

Over the past nine years, since the inaugural production of The Glee Club by local 
author Richard Cameron, there have been many, many artistic highlights. Amongst them, 
our in-house production of The Last Seam exploring the decline of the mining industry 
and in Summer 2022 The Doncastrian Chalk Circle – a large-scale community event in 
partnership with the National Theatre. Northern companies such as Phoenix Dance 
Theatre, Opera North, Northern Ballet, John Godber Company and Pilot Theatre 
frequently grace Cast’s stages. Our work with Greenwich + Docklands Festival has allowed 
us to present large scale, international outdoor theatre free of charge to the people of 
Doncaster since 2015.   




